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Pear Retailor; 


As you know, all tobacco contains nicotine. Nicotine is a strongly addictive agent ceusiug an 
addiction to tobacco product^ §pch as cigarettes and chew tobacco. 

What you may not be aware of is that more and more yofeh are becoming addicted to tobacco before 
the age of 18, the age at \vbfoh tobacco can be legacy sold! Tobacco use is on the rise among 
underaged youth nationwide and here in Cayuga Coupty. Hus feet is good news to the tobacco 
companies because they know that only about 20% of all tobacco users begin after the age of 18! 
Jfkids can be prevented from becoming tobacco users prior to age 18, it is highly unlikely feat they 
vyfe choose to become addicted to this deadly product as young adults 

Despite your and our best efforts to prevent the sale qf tobacco products to undeiaged minors, youth 
still are able to obtain cigarettes sntrf£ and other chev^ tobacco products. A study by Dr. Michael 
Caldwell, Public Health Director, Dutchess County, shpwed that in stores with self-service tobacco 
stands (floor and counter top displays not requiring employee intervention to obtain the tobacco 
product), tobacco theft was twice as high as in stores yrifeout public access tobacco stands. 

We would like your assistance in eliminating underaged youth access to your tobacco products. 'The 
Cayuga County Board qf Health unanimously passed a county-wide resolution asking for voluntary 
compliance with a restriction on public access to self-sendee tobacco stands aifo counter fop displays. 
Die resolution is attached for ypur review. 

Remember, tobacco use (snapping or chewing) can and often does lead to chronic illnesses and 
death. Each year over 450,000 people die of tobacco us;e related diseases including various cancels, 
heart diseases, and strokes, 

You can make a difference here in Cayuga County by helping implement the Board qf Health request. 
Diauk you for yopr efforts to promote public health. 

Sincerely- , 


WiflwuT', tfeUo, P.E,, Director 
Cayuga County Health Department 
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